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Hopes and
hazar ds

Overall, how do you envisage Al
Impacting public trust in elections?

1. More negative than positive?
2. More positive than negative?
3. Cano6t say at thi

Are EMBSs:
on the Al back-foot or the front-foot?
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Understanding RISK

= relationship of potential benefits
and potential harms

(fort he | i on or t Re

O

- Harms/benefits are from point of
viewoft he |1 nterest s
to democracy!

Assessing risk=dothec on 6 s
A Overshadow / outnumberthep r 0 6 s

for citizensd rights
AUnder mine the “

You have to do this assessment
+ plan your metrics & mitigationsé
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Who Is using Al:

1. Your adversaries?
2. Political rivals?

3. Media?

4. Voters?




Do you
personally or
professionally

use Al?

Yes/No?




Does Al

use you?

Yes/No?
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Impressive
magic tricks?




But é
note any
strings

attached
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Moon as a
dazzling mask:

for Musk &

mates in the tech
bro-ligarchy?
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ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN
ELECTION AUTHORITIES

ASSOCIATION DES AUTORITES

ELECTORALES AFRICAINES

AFRICAN ALLIANCE

FORACCESS ™ DATA @

Data deficits and
democratic processes:
The under-explored role
of data in African
elections

Guy Berger and Liz Orembo

RESEARCI-N)

ICT AFRICA

Guidelines on data access
for key stakeholders in
African elections

Kwami Ahiabenu
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Human Rights Council

Fifty-ninth session

16 June—11 July 2025

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights, including
the right to development

Freedom of expression and elections in the digital age

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Irene Khan*

Summary

In the present report, submitted pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 52/9,
the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion

and expression, Irene Khan, examines the vital role of freedom of opinion and expression in
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And multi-stakeholder, as well as multi-lateral, consultations & partnerships
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Given:

a. The ownership of Al

b. the power of the tech
I both real and hype

Do we take flight?




Or do we fight?
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To be able to fight, do a readiness

assessment.
Rank If your level is high, medium, or low?
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protection?
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Narrow high-risk Al
deployments with direct
potential influence on voting
arrangements:

1.
2.

> W

Voter registration,

Authentication
(e.q., biometric
systems),

Election monitoring,
Vote tallying.
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Seeds, grasses & weeds:

AHow could Al-driven
voter list management
cha_n?e traditional voter
registration practices; what
could go wrong?

AHow might biometric Al
systems for voter
authentication impact voter
privacy and inclusion?

AHow could Al-made
voter-ed games encourage
youth turn-out, or risk
giving biased info?
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Some of your excursion expenses




Procurement:
What O0SsS
water?




Buyer beware




Good to know at the outset!
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The ant and the




GI-GO (Garbage In =

garbage out)



Engine fuel: data-related budgets
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Action stations:

0 Require political
contenders to apply labels
when they use Al for media
manipulation?

O Require social media
companies to label Al
content?

Monitoring & enforcement?
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You will need to

lead a lengthy
migration to this
new worl de

And to allocate

who takes on
responsibility for

where your EMB

IS going In the

fl ux of Al 0s

futur e



